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AMENDMENT 


Honorable Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D. C. 20231 

Sir: 

Responsive to the "'Notice to File corrected Application 
Papers" mailed March 11, 2002, please find the following 
documents : 


1. Check in the amount of One Hundred Thirty Dollars 
($130.00) 

2. Substitute drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.84 

3. Substitute specification in compliance with 37 CFR 1.52 

4. A Petition 

5. Evidence of deposit of missing documents including 

1 


a. Copies of the allegedly missing pages 

b. Declaration by Terry Daniels attesting to her 
having personally prepared the documents in question and having 
included the missing pages. 

The Notice to file missing parts includes a requirement for 
submitting an additional $80.00 to cover an insufficiency of 
$15.00 in the filing fee and to provide a late filing penalty of 
$65.00. However, Applicant respectfully calls attention to the 
Fee Transmittal form with which this application was filed. In 
that form, Applicant has checked the boxes requesting that any 
insufficiency be supplied from Deposit Account 11-1184. 
Therefore, according to Applicant's understanding, there should 
have been no penalty for submitting his check for $15 less than 
the currently required amounts (since the balance should have 
been taken from the deposit account) , and therefore, the 
requirement for payment of an additional $80.00 should be 
withdrawn. 

With regard to the allegedly missing pages 7 and 16 of the 
specification, there is enclosed herewith a Declaration by Terry 
Daniels attesting to the fact that such pages 7 and 16 were 
enclosed with the remaining pages when the application was filed. 
Moreover, since this application is a division of an existing 
application in which the pages without question were supplied and 
are of record, the adequacy of the disclosure exists independent 
of the copy of the specification which was supplied merely as a 
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ministerial act and not as substantive matter. Accordingly, it 
is deemed evident that the requirement re pages 7 and 16 should 
be withdrawn. 

The remaining informalities involve the requirement for a 
substitute specification and substitute drawings which are 
enclosed. 

With the submission of the enclosed documents, it is 
believed that Applicant has complied with the aforementioned 
Notice, that the application is in compliance with all required 
formalities and is in condition for an action on the merits. 


Such an action is respectfully requested. 



Registration Number 19,316 
Bank of America Piano Tower, Suite 755 
101 East Park Boulevard 
Piano, Texas 75074 
Tel: 972-398-6041 
Fax: 972-398-6095 


CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that the above-noted paper is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class 
mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner of Patents and 
Trademarks, Washington, D. C. 20231 on ^ Z?L?i ' 2002 • 
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indicia-representing and identifying apertures according to the invention; 

Figure 9 is a perspective view of a bagged beverage container fitted with a plurality of 
indicia-representing and identifying apertures according to the invention; 

Figure 10 is a top view of a beverage cup lid fitted with a plurality of indicia-representing 
and identifying apertures according to the invention; 

Figure 1 1 is a top view of a pop-top beverage can fitted with identification indicia and a 
selectable pointing device according to the invention; 

Figure 12 is a front elevation detailed view of a segment of an identification ring fitted 

with privacy flaps; 

Figure 13 is a detail, partly in section, depicting one of the privacy flaps of Figure 12 in its 
closed position in which it prevents view of its covered indicia; and 

Figure 14 is a detail similar to that of Figure 13 but depicting the privacy flap in its open, 
or viewing, position in which its underlying indicia is observable. 

TYRSCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 
As employed in this specification and claims, the following terms are defined as follows: 

1 . THentitv-indicati n a Alpha Numeric Indicia : means one or more ciphers, numerals, characters 
or a combination thereof whose purpose is to identify the object on which it is displayed. 

2. Tumahle Member : means a multi-faced non-circular ring having a major lateral dimension 
greater than% perpendicular lateral dimension, and having one or more regions adjacent 
extremities bounding said major dimension which, when urged inwardly, correspondingly urge 


10. A system according to Claim 4 wherein said annular ring is resilient and is forced onto said 
neck of said container. 

1 1 A system according to Claim 4 wherein said turnable member includes a pair of resilient 
regions, and means including said resilient regions responsive to pressure applied thereto for 
releasing said position-retaining means thereby to permit turning of said turnable member to a 
selected position. 

12. A system according to Claim 4 wherein said lips are positioned at opposite extremities of said 
ring. 

13. A system for improving personal hygiene through personally identifying a container having 
an annular neck and containing a product adapted for human consumption comprising: 

(a) an annular ring about said neck of said container, said annular ring having a plurality 
of identity-indicating alpha-numeric indicia circumferentially disposed around said ring; 

(b) privacy means including a plurality of individually actuable privacy flaps, a different 
one for each one of said plurality of identity-indicating alpha-numeric indicia; said privacy flaps 
being normally closed but actuable into open positions selectively to reveal different ones of said 

identity-indicating indicia; 

(c) means for selectively actuating said privacy flaps thereby to individually display said 

identity-indicating indicia; and 

(d) position-retaining means for retaining said privacy flaps in selected positions. 

14. A system for improving personal hygiene according to Claim 13 wherein said means for 
selectively actuating said privacy flaps includes grooves adapted for engagement with fingernails. 

15. A system for improving personal hygiene through personally identifying a container having a 

16 


